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A Ghostly Experience,

By Sam  Davie.

1

I could never conceive how
men of  seeming iute!liguuce|
could deliberately sit down and
write gliost stories merely as a
literary diversion and for the
sake of harrowing the feelings
of the reader.

A rhost story, no matter how
entertaning it may be, if a
pure fabrication has no busi.
ness in print for the world is
full of people so credulous in
disposition that the most ab.
surd things, if told with i se-
rious air, are apt to be accept-
ed as the truth, and the gross
est errors, foisted upon tiie pub
lic by careless invention, be
come perpetuated as estiblish-
ed facts

I make these
that the reider may become ac-
quainted  with my views upon |
subjects superitural at the be
winiog of the narrative

. {
observations |

Phe time was winter, and the
scene ol the manilestation i |
lonely mour lying  between the |
city ol Carson, which is the cap
ital of Nevada, and the small
farm where (orsome yeirs past |
| have raised bay., cattle and a |
small family

A political fupction had kept |
me out rather late, and 1 was
driving home after midnight.

The night was clear and star |
fit. with
and the qir
in its disposition.

Wihen about hall
having  still two Lo ro,
I grivdoally became aware that |
something had  happened to my
seemed Lo run
than vsual. In|

vehicles |

stow on the groond

spmewhat nippiig
way home
miles

buguey. for it
with less noise
Nevada the
shrinlk from the dryness ol the |
the I
indilerence of their owners and

were no exception to the |
There
ur less spicce between

wheels of

atmosphere, coupled with
nine
rule. was always more
the tire
and the felloe, and the wags of
had saying |
that my approach was always
heralded by an infernal clatter
which betolrens a careless man
with all his wheels out

of repair.

the city a way ol

bugygy

It seemed to me suddenly that
something like 25 per cent of |
the usual clatter of the vehicle
had ceased, and 1 was al a loss|

to nnderstiond why.  The feel
ing came overme so strongly

that something hrad
transpired Lhat I hesitited to
ascertain the cause, An il de
tined feeling ol dread was upon |

confess it, :

sl

me, aud, I blush to
| really feaved Lo look around. |
strong ¢ffort, |
courige,  and,
glancing back, was astonished
the off hind

Finaliy. by a

stinmoned mny

Lo discover that
wheel of my buggy had  disap-
preared,

What was more, the vehicle

did not seem to mind it, bout ran |

v : |
as level asever. The cessation |
of the clatter which that wheel

always [l]‘tlllll\_‘.t.‘tl Wils HOW  ex- |
plained. but the continued level !

running of the buggy was not.

An awful creepy fecling now
came over me  that  almost
amounted a to a pain, and in|
the midst of my wonderment |

the noise of another wheel stop-
ped, and 1 knew that it had fol-
lowed its predecessor. The
twe hind wheels were gone. I
deliberately turned about and

investigated. Here I was run
nipg along on an even keel,

nautically speaking, with noth-
ing but my two front wheels to
go on,

As 1 was considering the
probability of the others going,
I noticed a dim, bazy thiog

| the impudence of the

weirdness of the

|ficulties of the nut
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hanging to the hub of my uf!" wheels running under it.
front wheel. 1 speak in a Toa person who has never

ridden ina vehicle

horsey sense.  after the manner under those
' turl, for in

of followers of the |[-cc'ﬂ1;;u‘ circumstances, I can
reality the wheel was still.on, '1 truthfully say that it is a rare
The outlines of the thing allud-§ yreqy,

u.i 50 gradually , u,“”"“‘l There was no noise except
nhstm‘cl and resolved itsell Lo § oy footfall of The
the figure of a luuu._ln I_u-:ug. | eti tire alisence of jar was some-
;uu{ is sure as | wits alive it was | hing  particularly pleasant.
trying Lo ta li:.‘ off the u.nl of the i according to my  way of think-
axle. More fully to illustrate methtod of

became

the horse.

ing it was an ideal

o . | locomotion,
individual in question, I wili|

further state  that my put| Strapge as itmay seem, 1 no
wrench wis missing and he had | longer had any fear of the Hit-
ting thing of the air that hov.
ered aiongside the horse, and 1

shadowy

evidently talen it to remove |
the wheels of my own bugey.

decided once more to break the
ice of conversation, and called
out: A pleasant evening

stranger.”

I watched him now with more |
interest than fear, for it vccur- |
red to me that alter two wheels
were vone (L did nol matter |
much about the otbers, and [ AL this he wrned, and, Hoat-
incident | fog up to my brought his

face so close to mine that I felt

In less time than 1 have talk- | s breath.

en to tell it this ghoslly thing It came to me like a blast

actually removed the nut be i from the Klondilge, and seemed

fore eyes, and then, throwing |to freeze me to the bone. I re-

its weight on the wheel—il Il;.,rn:t.tml that I hadspolken for he
|

determined to see the side,

to the end.

may be allowed to make use of | sent his icy exbalation thrice
the word weight in such a con- | into my face and
nection—the wheel and the
rhost rolled together in
the sagebrush. In spite of the
situation 1

each time it
seemed colder. 1 tried to de-
tect the charnel house smell
that always goes with a ghost,
but feel bound to say that pe

over

was obliged to give vent to a|culiar odor was absent. I will,
little cuiuclile, the first intima- | however. state for the benefit

tion I had given the ghost of a!of the reader, that 1 was suffer-

knowledge of his presence. Hing from a bad cold, which to
"The familiarity which I bad lsu:'nu extent may account for

indulged in with my inihility to detect it.

little fellow seemed to enrage

the strange
While I was wondering what
| would happen next, it happen-
Led before I knew it. [ sudden.
around on the near side of the | ly found mysell on the other
buggy —speaking  again in @ gide of the big gate that bars
horsey sense- - he fell to work e road about a quarter of a
rapidly at the wheel, and cir-| mile from my house. The gate
cumventing the mechauical dif- s qlways kept shat, and it is a
with very ' preat bother to open it, but on
little trouble, he had the wheel | {his occasion, just as I was
spinuing jnto the sagebrush in ghont to halt to unfasten ir, 1
short order. found that I was already
As I half expected, the ghost | vhrough. The fact of being on
made a dive for the remaining the other side of a gate
wheel and fell to work upon the | was something altogether nov-
nat. T was glad Lo see that it (el to me, and no one who has
did vot come off easily. It was ' not had the actual experienee
never a very good fit for the |can possibly get any idea of
thread of the axle, and I recall- | the extraordinary sensatisn of
ed many a time wh=n in a hurry !ht'ing on the other side ot a
how I wasreally compelled to|gate when you are quite
indulge in unbecoming language | well assured in your own mind
before it could be started. l} that you never got there

him tor be immediately became
more in evidence, and, slipping

I looked for the ghost toin-| Rather than involve myself
dulge in a little How of exple.|in a maze of comwplications or
tives, but it patiently continued | contradictions I will consider
work until it succeeded and |the gate incident closed, and
then triumphantly fluny the | pass on to the other extraordi-

wheel aside gand left me riding | nary thiogs that happened be-
hat seemed |tween the gate and the house.

Before proceeding a hundred

along in a buggy

held vwp in the fir with no

viards [ became aware of the
circumstance that the various
parts of the harness were malt-
fing away. The collar and
| humes  dissolved into nothing-
ness, the bridle was whisked in-
to space, the tugs followed suit
and the traces did nol even
leave their own name behind.

| Yet in spite of this the vehicle
moved right along as before,
and turned up the winding

path toward the stable as well
as if everylthing «was in its nor-
mal condition and my own hand
was guiding the lines.

When it came to a halt under
the shed ] got out and went to
bed gnietly, not mentioning the
events of the night to my spouse
as I did not care to bharrow her
feelings with such uncanny suiy-
jects,

In the morning, however,
while the matter was still fresh
in my memory, I told her every-
thing that bad happened. and
expressed my determination to
write a full account of the same
and forward it over my signa-
ture to some scientific journal,
that these strange happenings
might not be lost to  the world.
Her only reply was to inquire
the time of my arrival home
and my retirement to bed. 1
definitely fixed the hourat one
o'clocly, which she disputed at
once, and [ dropped the subject,
| not caring for unprotitable con-
ilrm'crsy with a  woman 1
j knew in my own mind, however,
the absolute correctness of my
statement regarding the hoar,
as [ distinetly  remembered
having heard the clock strike
one no less than four times in
So satisfied was |
that such a plain mathemtical
|demoastration wonld  be
upon her, being but a womin,
as 1 have before remarked. I
did not mention it.

succession,

lust

Later on she called my at-
tention to the fact that the
harness which I had described
as baving vanished iunto the
night was in reality piled at
the foot of the bed, and that
my clothes were hanging on a
peg in the stable. This was in-
deed to my mind a strong cor
roboration of my story. but
she did not so regard it. and
was unkind enough to suggest
that when I sent my account of
it to a scientific journal I should
mention also that I had attend-:
ed a banquet the evenimg be-
fore, given in honor of the
election of a United States
senator from Nevada, where
more than G0 cases of cham-

i 14 N

DR. W. B. A, McNUTT
1al attention to diseasos of women
::t'l.ci dr:n.‘ Ofice with Dr. Norion on
l‘!‘yuanﬂl. Telephone Residence No. 29,

s Drug Store No. (9, Resldence &
blooks west -§r F.&M. nuntc. _

GEO. L. TURNER,

PHYBICIAN AND SURGKRON,
Makon & speoialty of Female Disenses, dis-
oasen of eotam sud Private Disenses.

F. 8. TURNER, M. D.

Puyaiclan, Burgoon and Accoucher. Makes
HeoBSits Umie 1 Now Brociae ock, Ranl

. UMoce In New Pr 4 -
d;?::e %d St Istdoor east B. O, Wood's

AGNES McNEIL, D. O. L

Giradunats of Ameriean School of Osteopath
Kirkavillee Mo. Diyeases both acute an
chronie are treated. Consultavion free.
Ofice Maln 8t. Prootor Bullding.

K. K. WEBB, Auctioneer.

Monoy Is madein selling goods at good prices
and ittakes o first olass auctioneer o bo that,
ulve we the work snd it is done as the people
of the state of Dlinols will know. I have sold
many thousand of dollars worth of goods across
the river, Enqguire at the DENocrAT office,

R. 8. McCLINTIC,
LAWYER.
Will practice in all courts.
Oflice over Monroe City Banlk.

ROBERT MERIWETHER,
ATTORNEY AT AW
Will practice in all courts. Ofce
Over I & M, Bank. Notary Public
in oftiee.

I, L. WOODSON, Lawyer,
Will practice iv all courcts lu the
state, OMler over Oildwell's Iles-
taurant, Monvoe Clyy. Mo.

PARMERS & MERCHANTS DANK.
Do s general hanking business, buy and
pell Exchnnge. Aceounts of Farmers and
Merchants and others solietied.  Absoluge
wpenrity guarantesd todepositors, 2Xd .
8, North, Vres, W, R 1 Jockson Cashier.
— S e e —

W. 1. RurnEpcr, Dentist

The saving of tecthaspocialty. Olse
in Iledman bloele, Variety
Store. Telephone G4,

over

Di Aucu E. ELy, Dentist,

Suving Natural Tedth d Speclalty. dliee in
Ely's Private Hospltal, Corner Suainer wnd
Davis Sts,

- —

For Loes, Hearrn aNDp AGCmeNT

[NSUaANdE, fn one of the hist OLD

LANE vcompanics o America. with
lowest promitm patas call on

L0, MAYES, Ast Monroe Gity. Mo,

(laranteed 'S'alarv ‘$90b _YM

Maen atsd women of good middress to reprosent
e, sopte o travel appolutinog ngents, others
fur loonl work looking After one interests, $X00
salary gunrantesd yodely: exoen commissions
and oxpanses ruptd adyaneamoent old establinhi=
el liouse Graapl o A for gdrnest man or
WO Lo SeQira p At petinn aent position
Hberud bocome sl Imtaee. Sew briibiniat Hnes

writé nt oned,

STAEFORD PRESS,
23 Church St , New Haven, Conn.

pagne had been consumed prior
to the time that [ had been cal-
led upon to a toast. I mention
Lhe circumstance as requested,
althoueh the connection be-
tween it and my' strange ex-
perience oa the lonely moor is
not appiarent to me,

L revising my manuscript [
notice that it mentions the re-
moval by Lhe shost ef five
separate wheels from the buggy,
which muy be regarded by some
as an  inaccuracy. A gentle-
man for whose opinions I have
always entertained the highest
regard has  suggeested to me
that, for the sige of leadihg
greater plausinility to my par-
rative, I omit all meantion of the
appedarance—er, moae properly
spedaking, the disappearance of
the ifth wheel
nowever, te do

I must decline,
this. My chief
object in making this statement
is to tell the thing as it really
ozeurred, and not to fall into
| the pernicious  babit. too com-
mon, I regret to say, with many
writers of the present day, of
sacrificing essential details in
order to deceive the reader with
a fictitious showing of plausibili-
ty.—Chicago Daily Record.

Drew the Color Line-
Miss  Zipporah
Jll‘ilfll“.

Marcella
a colored wirl, ranks
others in the
lcl:u-.‘..-a at the

all graduating

: manual training
| bigh school, Deaver, and there
fore shoud be vialedictorian,
| Her classmates do not like this
|idea, and are supported in thus
driwing the color line by some
members of the faculty, The
matler has assumed a phase
threatening to canse serious
trouble in the school,
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